1550	indian medicinal plants
The following species are used medicinally in Macassar and
java—/f. serpentina Benth.—; in the West India—R canescens
Linn., /?. nitida Jacq.—; in Brazil—R. canescens Linn.—; m South
Africa—R. caffra SoncL, R. natalensis Sond.—; in the Gold Coast
—/?. vomitona Afz.—,
The genus is rich in alkaloids. Rauwolfine has been isolated
iiom the bark of R. caffra; ajmaline, ajmalinine, ajmahcine, serpen-
tine, serpentmine from the root of R serpentina.
1. Rauwolfia serpentina Benth. ex Kurz For. Fl. Brit*
Burma. II (1877) 171.—Ophwxylon serpentinum Linn. Sp. PL
(1753) 1043; Wight Ic. t 849.—plate 602A.
A small erect shruh rarely reaching, in the Bombay Presidency.
0.9 m. high; bark pale, rarely lenticellate. Leaves in whorls of 3,
thin, 7.5-18 by 2,5-6.3 cm., lanceolate, acute or acuminate, glabrous,
bright green above, pale beneath, base tapering; main nerves 8-10
pairs, slender; petioles 8 mm, long, somewhat obscure owing to the
blade running down into the petiole. Flowers white, often tinged
with violet, in many-flowered irreguiar corymbose cymes; peduncles
5-12.5 cm. long; pedicels stout, 3-6 mm. long, bright red; bracts
beneath the pedicels triangular, acute, 1-1.5 mrn. long. Calyx
glabrous, bright red; segments 2,5 mm. long, lanceolate. Corolla
1-1.3 cm. long, or rarely a little longer; tube slender, swollen a little
above the middle; lobes 3 mm. long, elliptic-oblong., rounded at the
apex. Disk cup-shaped, membranous, obscurely lobed. Drupes
single, or didymous and connate more or less deeply, about 6 nun.
diarn., purplish black when ripe. The inflorescence of this-plant with
red pedicels and calyx and white corolla is striking.
Distribution.   Sub-Himalayan    tract   from   Sirhind   eastwards,    Burma,   Andamans
Konkan, N  Kanara, S   M. Country, W  Ghats of Madras Presidency, Ceylon —Java
The root is bitter, acrid, heating, sharp, pungent; anthelmintic;
cures " tridosha "9 ulcers, the poisonous effects of scorpion-sting and
snake-bite (Ayurveda).
A decoction of the root is employed m abourS to increase uterine
contractions. In Jaya, it is used as an anthelmintic,

